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litle help from their friendsin

s,

n@% the contras: ~according to adminis
1e do ‘ slgtrat es,the U.S: Air Forcewill take
las ' eg ing: 0% air drops (page 34). The next time
he didn’t look much like ).a an'is killed or captured in Nica-
1 I Rambo. The Sandinistas’ first | ¥ ay be ‘an’airman in-uniform
‘American prisoner in five years of war is an“a shadowy, operative in:the’
" facing up to 80 years in jail, and he seems | private-aid network#¥gitany e
. scared and confused. On trial in Managua, Those who manned that network were a
% the sad-faced, unemployed ironworker ap- - b0 D i,
peared more like a tragic portrait of “plau--}
~xiysible deniability,” than the picture of a-
.+ gung-ho warrior. During an interview with
 NEWSWEEK in prison, his eyes. twice
:brimmed with tears, and he worried about
“his three children back in Marinette, Wis.
His wife, Sally, flew down for the trial, but
¢ "theSandinistas gave her lesstime with him”
than the press got. Hasenfus had assumed
he was working for the CIA, he said, but he
.. doesn’t expect any help from the adminis-
B tration. “As far as my government saying
anything, it's forgotten,” he said. “Whoev-
erlwas working forout there, they justsay,
‘Sorry about that, Gene’.”

Hasenfus’s capture helped to expose &
multimillion-dollar private-aid network:
set up in 1984 to send military supplies to
the contras after Congress outlawed U.S.
involvement. “No one came out and said,
“Yes, here, you're CIA",” he says of his job
dropping arms to contras in the Nicara--
guan jungle. “It was nothing like that. It
was like—it was like Air America.” Air
America was the CIA front he and his bud-
dies worked for in Indochina. When pilot
William Cooper, 62, another Air America
veteran, recruited him to kick guns out of
an aging C-123 cargo plane, he figured it

~ was more of the same. Cooper and another
- American, Wallace (Buzz) Sawyer, were
killed when the plane was shot down Oct. 5.

Last week President Reagan signed an

executive order resuming U.S. military aid

b
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Acase of blown cover: Hasenfus (top, right)
on trial, the wreckage of his airplane
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portraysa-pattern of contact. with: Lt CoI’
North’s office, arms merchants with Penta: '
gon connections and private air-transport .
companies in the United States. North has
refused to talk about-the charges against:
- him. A White House source closeto North -
‘says the phone records are Sandinista“‘dis-i
-information.”.The proof, according to the’
source: North didn’t have that phone num-i
beratthetimethecallsweremade.o ; «fijz -
-If it'was Sandinista’ disinformation, it~
was an ‘elaborate scheme.. The phone rec-=
ords were - obtained- from:.sources ;.at:
ANTEL, : the - Salvadoran : government:
phone company. They show thousands of i
dollars’ worth of calls to the United States
since September. The number Northisnow: .-
-answering ‘was called nearly every:day:
from Sept. 10 to 17, and on Sept. 11t was . -
called four times. The records showed one
other White House number:(202)395-3345,» -
where a recorded message now says,You;
have reached anonworking number for they
executive office .of the president.”:\Until
recently that was North’s number; too.”
Unlisted phones: The phone logs alsorecord:
calls between the air-supply operation and

ALY-3640 pimbents

merlcanf'””"

Hondura W
Plax’\e's'unloé ed’ Sup.

fjhes‘d‘t AgiacatéTt
tr airstrip, andj &

motley bunch of heroes and zeroes, from
much-decorated generals and Green Be-
rets to ex-cons who had never before pulled
atrigger in anger. Some of these soldiers of

{ misfortunc were men like Hasenfus, who

had learned askill inwar that wasn’t much
in demand during peace. Many were veter-
ans of the Indochina wars, looking for a
chance to even the score by killing Sandi-
nistas in Nicaragua or leftist guerrillas in

Y Salvador. Others were Cuban-Americans

still sceking to settle accounts with Cas-

% tro—through his Central American cli-
] ents. And not a few were just armchair

warriors, finally acting out their jungle-
fatigue fantasies in real wars (page 35).
“There’s a little Rambo in all of us,” said
one State Department official.

President Reagan set the tone with his
famous remark, "I'm a contra, too.” Some

d of the president's men may have taken it

too much to heart. Congressional critics
have charged that Lt. Col. Oliver North

J organized thé private-aid network from his

office in the White House's National Secu-
rity Council, pulling together private do-
nors and even foreign governments to do
what the United Statescould not legally do.

The mostsuggestive evidence comesfrom
the safe house where Hasenfuslived in San
Salvador. A spacious two-story dwelling at
5272 Paseo Escalén, in a wealthy neighbor-
hood, it was one of three places where for-
mer CIA agent Max Gémez is said to have
assembled 14 Americans to run the secret
airliftoperation.Salvadoran phonerecords
from those houses, obtained by NEWSWEEK,

phones used by retired Army Maj. Gen.-
Richard Secord, a former assistant deputy:
secretary of defense, who among other du-
ties handled arms sales to Saudi Arabia.

His unlisted home phone number in subur-
ban Virginia, a second residential number
and his office number at Stanford Technol-
ogy in McLean, Va., were among the most
frequently dialed numbers. Secord is wide-
ly rumored to have arranged financial aid
tothe contras from Saudi Arabia—as much
as $50 million by one account. He is also
president of a company that handled the
purchase of a short-takeoff-and-landing
plane called a Maule: the plane later
wound up at a contra airbase in Honduras.

Secord could not be reached for comment,
but he has publicly denied that he had any
involvement in helping to finance or pro-
vide military aid to the contras.

Max Gémez (code name: the Condor),
whose real nameis Felix Ismael Rodriguez,
had a long CIA career that took him from
the Bay of Pigs to Vietnam and Laocs and
then back again to Central America. His
connections in Indochina are adirectory to
some of the players who turned up on the
scene in Central America. In Vietnam he
worked with the CIA’s Saigon station chief,
Donald Gregg, who is now Vice President
George Bush’s national-security adviser.
Gregg recently recommended Gémez for a
post as adviser tothe Salvadoran Air Force.
Gémez made. other contacts in Southeast
Asia, mcludmg Army Maj. Gen.John Sing-
laub and Air Force Gen. Harry Aderholt.
Singlaub heads the U.S. chapter of the
World Anti-Communist League and is a
major fund raiser for the contras who has
admitted Helping them obtain arms—out-
side the Unued States to avoid violating

‘.~ -
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American laws. Aderholt, now head of Flor-
ida’s Air Commando Association, reported-
ly has been linked to contra aid, though his
groupdeniesit.Singlaub and Aderholtboth
knew Lt.Col. Northin Vietnam. !
Theold-boy network went intooperation,
intelligence sources say, when Congress or-
dered the CIA to keep hands off the contras
in 1984. The CIA has denied all association
with Gémez.or the private-aid network.
“\We're clean as the driven snow,” said CIA
spokesman George Lauder. Whatever was
happening with Gémez’s operation, “we
don’t want to know,” Lauder added. “The
links are now indirect,” said Thomas Pol-
gar, whoretired from the post of CIA direc-
torof personnelin 1981 but isstillon friend-
ly terms with the agency. “There is no
smoking gun or paper trail to Langley.”
Pure zeal: There still isn’t, but questions
remain about North’s role. “It [contra sup-
port] was his account before the aid wascut
off, and it was still his account, even while
his hands were tied,” a White House offi-
cial said. North’s hands may have been
tied, but he wasnot gagged. He made many
pro-contra speeches and visited contra

camps in.Honduras. One colleague called

him “nothing short of a hero, the heart and
soul of the contra movenient in the United
States.” Asothers put it, if there were ever
anyone who might have stepped across the
line, it would have been North, just out of

pure zeal. “You never know wher

been on weekends,” a Reagan aide said.
“Don’t ever tell me where you were,” an
admirer joked to North. “I may be under
oath someday.” -

White House officials said they could en- -

courage private contra support, as long as
they didn’t get involved directly. “We kept
up a very close, intimate relationship with

“the leaders of UNO [United Nicaraguan| §

" Opposition],” said one former White House !
official. “It was understood that we would

G
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be giving them everything we could give| %,

them, short of guns.” Congressional critics

complain they were at best sidestepping:
‘the law, if not actually violating it. White
.House .communications director - Patrick!

Buchanan, who described his office as “sort -

of a confessional for a lot of guys that are }:'
aiding the contras,” said the law wasstrict--

ly observed by the administration. If any- -

one came in todiscuss private military sup-’
port for the contras, Buchanan said he told
them, “Buddy, what you're doing is a viola-
tion of the law,and I can’t tell you todo it.”
There was some confusion, however, about
just what was legal. “I don’t know exactly
“where the line is,” said one senior White
House aide, “but I'haven't crossed it.” ¢

- One’of the-ways covert operations -are-

normally run is through “cutouts”—go-
betweens withno visible connection to gov-
ernment, for instance, or a private front
company with plausible deniability. South-
ern Air Transport, for instance, was a long-
time CIA proprietary company that is now
nominally independent—but has been
linked to the planes and crews used for
Goémez’s airdrops. Southern’s Miami office
was the most frequently called number
from the safe houses. General Singlaub re-

calls that, after the aid cutoff, North
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Whatl.lesAhead A Deepéning U.S.

s enbla PAAGEZTSAG T

i 5 i R Abrams at the Staté Depart- ..

o With' the creléase: of ithel:
8100 million aid package, the .
wReagan administration’swar

a private one and turns into a::
:semicovert operation’.of ‘the-
- U.S. government. John'Barry,
. . 'NEWSWEEK'S national-securi-
ty correspondent, reports on
- how the CIA plans towage the
- stepped-up struggle: .+

he White House has had
two years to map its cam-
paign, - and. administration"
: "sources say .U.S. plans are -
orwell advanced. Training the

open-ended project—one that
officials expect will cost far
more than-the $100 million:
currently allocated. Officials
also expect therwar to cost
some American lives—but
they insist the risks to U.S.
personnel will*be minimal.
“The good ole boys aboard
[Hasenfus's] C-123 were doing

LINEAS 4 S

-. on thé Sandinistas stops being'|

. contras will be an elaborate, {-

1

a fine job,” said one Air Force
officer cheerfully.:**But you

swouldn’t exactly.call them

the cream of the crop, would

-you?” Some of the highlights

of the administration’s plan:
w Initially, most airdrops of
supplies to contras inside Nic-
aracua will have to be done
by U.S. crews, probably from
the Air Force’s First Special
Operations Wing, headquar-
tered at Hurlburt Air Force
Base in northern Florida. The
wing specializes in high-risk
infiltration and exfiltration.
In the long run, the CIA
hopes, the contras’ own pilots
canbetrained todo thedrops.

Sources insist that U.S. Spe- |

cial Forces won’t be needed on
the ground in Nicaragua.

-« mThere's not enough mon-

ey to bring the contras to
Fort Bragyg, so the rebels will
most likely be trained in
Guatemala by U.S. forces;
officers and NCO's will be

flown to the United States for
extra instruction::Thelfirst
contras pickéd«fors training
are the12,000¢troopsriov
in the rLas'tVegas §salien
onthe Honduran-Nicaraguan ;
border. They will be splitinto™
teamsot about 500, with Span-.
ich-apeaking Green Berets for
instructors.-At the moment, :
saysonesource,thereareonly,
a few dozen Green Berets flu--
ent in Spanish, but adminis-
tration sources believe they'll .
beabletocope.n, «x" 1 2 4itx
x The Navy, sources hint,"

>0
5
;
3

ply operations along Nicara-
gua's coast.* That suggests
that the strategy mapped out ,
for the contras includes seiz-
ing a chunk of Miskito terri-.

tory in the -northeast:: One:
source conceded .. that: the
CIA's plan does have ‘territo- -

24

rial elements.” - o ¥l
Some branches of the ad-

| ministration are more gung-.

may alsobe involved in resup--

B Rl

‘ment seem to be two of :the:
“zealots. s‘Casey really.is a .
*throwback totheearly daysof .«
the' CIA,” .said “one -source., -
“Things were played pretty’s.
_rough back then, and Casey’s -,
“basic drive is to revive those:’
good times.” Casey sees the
contra-training operation as
:a field test of the agency’s re-
“vived "operational capabili-. -
ties. The Joint Chiefs are pri- .
vately “far-less optimistic
about the U.S. foray into Cen-
tral America. Haunted by the
‘Vietnam syndromé, they wor-y1
:;y‘,@labgut_;‘pub_licv,supporlt;-forﬁ:.
L anyTadventure “in Central -*
America. They also have -
“doubts . about the contras’,;
- military capabilities. Finally,«
-the chiefs believe the Soviets
‘areusing Central Americaas

-ington from what should be,.; .
in ‘their view, the primary’

US. strategic .concerns in .
Western Europe. ©* 2t

-acheap way todistract Wash- ..
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£
with you anymore.”But Singlaub said he
soondiscovered that he could talk toothers,
Jike Robert Owen, who was hired as a con
sultant: to work for the:Nicaraguan-Hu:
manitarian Assistance. Office (NHAO):j
the State Department-—over the objection
of thedirector of the office. Singlaubsaid he .

5,

was sure the go-betweens kept. North in-+|.

formed. Administration officials told him,
“We'llletyouknowifyou're doinganything

wrong.” “He was a go-between for Ollie,” a -}

well-informed administration official

of Owen, “hiseyesandears.”: - -: - pii¥s
Owen, 33, is an athletic Stanford gradu:

ate who was turned down for service in

At

Vietnam because of a knee problem?sHe

was a young man who didn’t have a4 war tos

prove his manhood,” said his former fian-'|’

cée, Judi Buckalew. His brother Dwight '’

was killed while working for the U.S: gov--|-

ernment in Vietnam, and Owen became a
protégé of Robert Wahl, who had known ’
Dwight there. “Bob became a surrogate fa-
ther,” Buckalewsaid. "I give theguyalot of
credit,” she added. “He had doors slammed
in his face, and hestill found a way togoout
and play Rambo.” Owen’s contract with the
State Department ~has expired. Despite
calls to the State Department, his consult-
ing firm, his lawyer-and his friends, Owen
could not be reached for comment.

Wet towels; While working for the NHAO,
Owen made frequent trips to Central
America. Contra leader Adolfo Calero’s
bodyguard, Joe (Shooter) Adams, believed
Owen was playing an official role. “I always
considered him to be working for the CIA,
[but] wet behind the ears ... Rob Owen
playsel capitan out there and doesn’t know
what he’s doing,” Adams said in a taped
interview with a federal public defender in
an unrelated case. “We are not playing a
game of wet towels down here.”

With military aid to the contras now

legal, the private-aid network is less criti- |

eal Tadav Oliver North can take calls from
contra commanders in the field, if he
wants, and the GIA is free to run covert
operationsdirectly. In the meantime, some
U.S. officials hope to see the private net-
work stay in place, in case Congress again
withdraws contra aid—a possibility if the
Democrats take control of the Senate this
fall. Plus, administration officials say that
even S100 million is too little to help the
contras win—it's "only a down payment.”
The private efforts kept military aid
flowing to the contras until the administra-
tion got back in business. But, said a U.S.
official in Honduras: “It’s put upor shut up
time for the contras. Now they have to

prove themselves.”
Roo NORDLAND with R1ICHARD SANDZA,
Davio NEWELL, MARGARET GARRARD

Warnerand THosas M. DeFrank
(n Wushington, Rox MoRrEAU and

W ALLACE in Managua and bureau reports

said | i

. weepingsilently. “"I'm a soldier, you under- |

. ' , "
.17 BaLMASEDA in San Salvador, ScotT | me. I'd as soon ShOOt')OLI as...

RICK BRO\H\B—ICK‘URE GUI’
Amhushed by the ‘Sandinistas’:- Training for combat at a camp in California

he Shadowy
World of America’s
Mercenaries

From the old-boy network to the born losers

fus, sitting stunned and morose in a cell in
Managua, and even further from the anti-
commuiist zealols and gun-trazy ama
! teurs who have been beating pathsto Tegu-
cigalpaand San Salvador in recent years to
get a taste of a real war. But all three are
variants of the rank-and-file mercenary:
losers and misfits.

e calls himself Paul Fanshaw, his

nom de guerre in the French Foreign
wa sy i00l, wld e is a bt Uly scaiy indaiu
Hard of eve and ropy of muscle. he is a
merciless warrior who has an athlete’s
build at 48; and now, alone in a hotel room
in Dayton, Ohio, with Newsweek's Vin-
cent Coppola, he is dangerously drunk and
wavering between belligerence and a kind Rambo beware: Thev call themselves
of remorse. He has been rambling angrily | mercs, and each of them thinks his kind is
about his grievances against the CIA, Ron- | the only real soldier of fortune. Hasenfus
ald Reagan, Muammar Kaddafi; the FBlis | "isa disgrace to his country,” says a Mis-
after him, he says, for his role in an at- souri-based mercenary who has raided
tempted coup in Ghana. He drinks Dom  with the contras; for that matter, he brags,
Perignon champagne and chews Skoal ! Sylvester Stallone’s Rambo “wouldn’t last
Long Cut, spitting the tobacco juice intoa | two minutes in my jungle.”” Theirs is a
tumbler. “I'm a mercenary who thinks too | shadowy, conspiratorial world, where lies
much,” he says. “I've killed poor people. It | are common gurrency and yet faith is im-
bothers me about the poor, to have to make | plicit: plots are everywhere, the CIA hasa
a living like that ... I've lost my honor, hand in almost everyvthing, all is deniable
they've taken my honor..." Suddenly heis and nothing is provable. Its characters
range from hired guns who will take any-
one's money to fantasy killers who dream
over Soldier of Fortune magazine and play
paramilitarygamesinthewoods. Butforall

stand. You trouble me. You are adanger to

Fanshawisafarcry from Eugene Hasen-
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of them; war has a primal pull.¥
*The aristocrats of mercs get:, :
to.work_in the shadow .of the’, & )
govemment in operatxons liké¥
the contra supply lme conduct '
ed- through- cutouts; but; con-*
renred <
Gen. John Smglaub vand his?
aide, Ed Dearborn,’a veteran o
the CIA wars in Laos, Camb »
dia, Vietnam- and'the’ Congd
Dearborn, who had been flying
with” TransAmenca Airlines
helped orgamze and train the
contra‘air force, Singlaub alsou
recruitéd a dozen or so formeri®
mxhtary people to-replace they
CIA “personnel who had to be‘ﬁ :
pulled out of the contra supply .
effort. In this as in recruiting -

Walter Mittys, crusaders and .
drunksneedn’tapply. Thereisa
quiet old-boy -network that
keeps in touch with pilots, medics, skilled
trainers and operators who have provod

track records. Contrary to the general im-

pression, paychecks are grudging at best;
volunteers may be told they’ll get only “bul-
lets and beans” and have to pay their own
expenses and transportation. Still, there’s
no lack of recruits. Dearborn says he has
been “besieged” with résumés from experi-
enced pilots willing to give up their jobs to
flvinthetwilight world.

Younger recruits are looking for adven-
ture; older men want to ewploxt skills they
probably lear ned asservicemen or contract
workersin Indochinaorthe African warsof
independence. But if such a man is avail-
able, savs Thomas Polgar, a re-

‘days in Saigon, where they could getidi'unk

and laid every night for nothing,” he says.
“Theycandothatin CemmlAmencatoo
That particular yen is hardly confined to
hardened mercenary types; together witha
wish forexcitement and the compulsion for
self-challenge, itisalarge partoftheappeal
of the mercenary life. And nobody knows
that better than Robert K. Brown, the for-
merGreen Beret whocomes closesttobeing
the mercenary’s guru. It was Brown who
sensed a waiting audience in 1975 and
founded Soldier of Fortune, a rough-hewn
magazine of battle reportage, sensual re-
views of weapons and reader back talk (la-
beled Flak) that has grown to a circulation

tired CIA man who served as
Saigonstation chiefand wasthe

Gettmg a taste uf areal war: U.S. volunteersin El Salvador

down mostofhisreadersas Wal- -

:1- told, thereare probably nomore =
-than 200 American mercenar-:

v world. Moreover, ‘Brown’s :ini:
- fluence in the mercenary.world ¢
. is limited by his high visibility.
: and his lack of any official role.”

" vent anticommunist who lives -
his own magazine. “I have thé:
=Y - best of both worlds,” he said re-
cently. “The business pays for:.
‘my vacations. My vacation is/
mortaring a Russian fort in:Af-
. ghanistan, and that’s a legiti-:
" mate tax deduction.” Recently,
. however,. Brown’s' dedication -
to supporting the contras has
exceeded his means. The maga-
zine is comfortably profitable,
but he has financed so many training mis- -
sions and sunk so much in special weapons
that he told his 45 staffers last week that 16
of them would have to be laid off or the
businesswould fold insix months.

Brown also promotes a brand of “action
journalism” that encourages reporters to
shoot as well as write. In a celebrated inci-
dent last February, the magazine’s Steve
Salisbury joined seven Salvadoran soldiers
in a raid on the village of Sisiguayo. As the
villagers later told it, the soldiers opened
fire on 150 people dancing in the moonlight
tocelebrateavillagegirl’s15thbirthday; 12
were wounded and 3 were killed. One of the
dead had a gun. Salisbury posed with that
body the next day, telling his media col-
leagues that this was surely aguerrilla and
that civilian deaths were a regrettable fact
of war. “It feels better to blast away at the

of 171,000. Brown bluntly puts:»

.. ter Mitty types; and most ob-. -
. iservers- don’t. doubt ithatallit -

= But he is a true believer, a fer-+

iesactuallyworkingalloverthe'r - i

Goupsznd Gollapses

~ Y 1.~ el
. auA\AA&,AD \.u AVL \,uu&. NGVE 118G LICiT 5UCCesses ‘

in recent years, but far more stalemates— "

agency’s personnel director for
two vears, it's probably because
his career }nsn't been goinv

commiesthanwrite,” hesaid.
Swapping lies: Bro“ n s annual Soldier of

L O T
oriune xuu\uuuuu‘ 111 1L.3a5 S Lbu: lLbquL

ly draw up to 1,000 aficionados in camou-
flage uniforms who earnestly attend semi-
nars in such arts as tire-iron throwing and
rappelling down the hotel fagade. But not
allof themare swapping lies and braggado-
cio: regular participants include such real-
lifeoperatorsasSinglaub; retired Air Force
Gen.HarrvC. Aderholt, leaderofagroupof
pilots in Guatemala who claim to be flying
only humanitarian missions, and Thomas
Posey, whose Civilian Matériel Assistance
volunteers provide medical aid, supplies
and training for the contras but also dis-
claimafightingrole.

Amateur mercenaries have a well-estab-
lished tendency to fall for crazy plots and
getin over their heads. A classic case, now
known asthe second “Bayou of Pigs,” broke

and more than a few outright fiascos.
XlSr\SandObC‘} oxdcrs.heshould e More i e.rem, e

: : < or 5 . . e pre Vs i . .
be in his 40s or 50s, a settled Angolai American mercenarics fought with the losers
personality, and he should be in the 1975-76 civil warrand a few are once again
patriotic but not particularly supporting rebels against the Marxist regime.

ideqlogical. Amenc:.m merce- * Zimbahwe: About 400 Americans cnlisted with lan
naries are u‘sunll_\“ just right, Smith in 1977 to preserve the white government of
says Polgar: "They’re patriotic, what was thcn Rhodesia. They lost the fight.
but they don L_brcal{( }%eadsl‘ov'e'r' " Domlalca: Grand Wizard Don Black of the Alabama ™
t?xc ﬁncx‘sh'admgsq big policy. Ku Flux Klan was arrested with 9 mercenaries in 1981
To nobody's surprise, th“? pro- trying to impose a whité supremacist regime.
hle.ﬁ.ts Eugene Hasenfus like a Libya: In 1981 rcncgédc ex-CIA men Edwin Wilson
flakv CSt', ) and Francis Terpil hired as many as 50 Americans to
Machalite: And whatmostmer- {- help support Muammar Kaddafi's government.

i ‘ant, Polgar says, is
Cenarics w 1hnt Oseg,qé mﬁ\usb]fc The Seychelles. “Mad Mike™ ‘Hoare, leader of the
not so much m {)~ T pubi famed “wild geese,” came to comic-operagricfin 1981
serviceas ataste ol excitement, trying to unseat President Albert Rene.

adv Ny » ma .
‘12;&2;‘;;;];2?tt}:];vncﬂs}fcrl:t{i ~ Comora {slands: In the last big coup for a soldicr of
pe t hive a | fortune, Frenchman Robert Denard took over the last h the coll f
nice apartment, hire a house- government in 1978—and managed to keep power. ast summer wit e collapse of a comic-
keeperandgohomeeverynight. o R - ! opera coup, attempt against the govern-
“Theythinkback tothegoodold + ment of Sur_mame a former Dutch colony
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‘ AT
on the north coast of South :America.’As_
government investigators told the'story,a*
former U.S. Customs agent, Tommy Lynn

Denley, cooked up a'scheme totopple the?

regime of leftist Lt. Col. Desi Bouterse. But
in the course of recruiting, seeking finan-*
cial backing and buying munitions for the
coup, Denley made so many waves that hey:
picked up almost as many federal inﬁltra-;;l_

tors as genuine recruits before the group:. *
made its move. Indeed, he couldn’t have |

moved at all without the federal §tingers,f:
who had by then promised to’put up.the-
money and an airplane. Most of the group

were arrested on.the tarmac,just before. ok

boarding the DC-3. All 14 have pleaded
guilty to various federal charges and await .
sentencing. It was the third such plot foiled "

in the area in five years; earlier, a band of |-

white supremacists were caught planning

the takeover of Dominica (the first Bayouof . |

Pigs) and rebel Haitians failed in a bid to”
unseat Jean-Claude (Baby Doc) Duvalier. .-
Such harum-scarum schemes are the an-
tithesis of the style approved in Washing-
ton, and it may be a tribute to that matter-
of-fact approach that the contra supply
operation lasted aslong asitdid: nearly two
years of as many as six flights a day, under

. thesupervision ofa much-respected ex-CIA

agentknown as Max Gémez. Butinthelong
run, as Hasenfus told NEWSWEEK in an in-
terview last week, “we got careless. We got
supercareless.” In the mercenary commu-
nity the pros clucked disdainfully at the
litterofcallingcards, missionlogsand other
telltale evidence found in the plane that
finally gotshotdown. , »
Gone geese: That, too, is part of the merce-
nary pattern, however; the best of them
make mistakes, grow old, get caught in dis-
asters. The legendary “Mad Mike” Hoare, a
Britisher who led the “wild geese” in the
African warsof independence in the 1960s,
ended hiscareer in adesperatefiascotrying
to take over the Seychelles archipelage in
the Tndian Ocean. Disguised as a rugby fan
club, he and his beery band were caught in
an airport security check with guns in a
false-bottomedsuitcase. Andevenwhenthe
professional help is competent, plotters
don't always find sympathy. Two years ago
retired Army Col. Charles A. Beckwith, the
DeltaForcecommander of theill-fated Des-
ert One mission to rescue US. hostages
from Iran, was approached by a group that
wanted him to assassinate the president of
Honduras. Instead, Beckwith went to the
Feds with the story. At least two of the
plotters have been convicted and sent to
prison;othersareawaiting trial.
Thetrouble with mercenaries, complains
one old Washington pro, “is that they fre-
qucntlybecomeuncontrollable."Fanshaw,
the former legionnaire, prides himself on
his professionalism and religbility: just
hours after hisdrinking bout in the Dayton
hotel, he met Coppola again, cleareyed and

|

&F by
coherent, just as he had promised. Hisstory
wasfull of circumstantialdetail,butitwasa

told it, he had been a Benzedrine addict in

He had been in the Army and the Marines,
and had spent 13 years in the legion. But he
waskicked outof the Marinesbecause of his
past and ultimately deserted the legion. As
amercenary, he said, he fought in E1Salva-
dor and participated in several abortive

and medals to collectors, and he was re-
duced to working as a strikebreaker for

f./ £ -ugt .\,Eﬁu

N ¢ -. . fo SOLDIEROF FORTUNE |
Action journalism: Brown on the'Nicaraguan border

tale of drifting, loss and dependency. As he

hisyouth, tried todefect totheSoviet Union-
and served time in a state mental hospital. .

schemes; he had to sell his legion uniform

‘West Virginia coal companies
to'make ends meet. Now he'll
takeanyjob: “Idon’tknow right
s:from-wrongsI'd -just s ‘soon
work for KaddafiasReagan.”,
¢ The spell: For all his cynicism,
Fanshaw,portrayed himself as
oddly. gullible. In 1978 he was
ontacted by a man he knew as
Tom*Dayis; Fanshaw thought
Davis was CIA, but who could
“tell for sure? Over the next five
 years. Davisinvolved him in
ne scheme after another: the
- would-be overthrowing of Idi
Amin, gunrunning in Yugosla-
| :via, raidstofree American pris-
. onersabroad,aplottokill Yasir
Arafat in return for $1.million
from Kaddafi. Noneofthemma-
terialized.; It’shard tosay, real-
“ly, how someone like thatican
. get a spell on you,%said Fan-
shaw. “I'm notevensure hewas’
e working for the CIA.” When a
neighbor once asked Davis what he did
for a living, he replied: “I kill people and
‘keepmy mouthshut.” Andwhen Davisdied
last year of a heart attack, Ronald Reagan
sentapersonal note—in Fanshaw’s telling,
"atanyrate. :
‘At least one of the failed plots Fanshaw
said he was involved in actually got under
way, but without his services; it failed any-
way. As he told it, he was met in New York
by a Ghanaiandissident, Godfrey Osei, who
said he could raise $175,000 to overthrow
the Marxist government of Flight Lt. Jerry
Rawlins. Fanshaw said he took a $5,000

More fun than writing?vSoldirer’pfFor'tune s Salisbury

down payment and relayed half of it to an
arms dealer but then was cut
out of the plot. Others contin-
ued, but the coup collapsed
when a seagoing tug, the Nobis-
tor, was seized last March in
Ttaipn, Brazil, with a crew of
eight American mercenaries
and a six-ton cargo of arms
bound for Ghana. The eight,
who told conflicting stories of
what they were doing and how .
they got there, havebeeninand -
out of jail in Brazil ever since.
Their convictions on arms-
smuggling charges were re-
versed on appeal, but Argenti-
na,wherethecruiseoriginated,
now wants toextradite them.
Most of the.eight were sea-
soned mercenaries who had
fought withlanSmith'sarmy to
preserve the whitegovernment
of what was then Rhodesia. But
like Fanshaw, they tend to be
misfits and drifters. One of
them, Fred Verduin, grewupin
Californiawithafixationonthe
Foreign Legion. He served

Ty



' duin who go to the training
" camps. Some camps are rel--
T atively ‘straightforward, con-
“densed .versions “of - miilitary -

vival techniques in the wilder-

- have been at least twothat pro-
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three years in the Army, fdught in Rhode-
sia, deserted after the transition to black
government, joined the South Africanraid-

" ersin Namibiaand Angolaandfinallycame

home to attend computer school. But over
his parents’ heated objections, he took a

Jeave of absence from the school to join the
. Nobistor crew. “It washis adventure,” says

Fred’s father; Carl. Like the relatives of
several other mercenariesnow languishing

* invarious foreignjails, theelder Verduinis

convinced that the government was some-
howinvolvedintheplotbuthasnow washed
its hands. “He'is ‘an.idealist who thinks
you’ve got to fight communism,” Carl says

~ ofhisson. Butheadds: $He'sinastruggleto

find himself.” =:<.-... )
The ordeal: It is men like Ver-

fought dark and secret wars from Iran to
Vietnam, served as commander of the Spe-

cial Forces school before he retired to Fay-.
etteville, N.C. And when it comes to choos- -

ing agents for covert work, he -thinks
inconspicuous is better: “The days of the
blue-eyed merc going off to fight in Latin
America are over. Train the trainer. Why
doitwithagringowhenyoucanuseacutout
whois a foreign national?” Hasenfus was a
Jow-level operator, he says; most of the sea-
soned professionals with. sophisticated
skills—retired officers or noncoms—won’t
risk their pensions for mercenary work,
especially since they can easily get safer,
steadier work as consultants or overseas

trainers. And Cincotti would prefer the

vision equipment, when a rebel patrol was
spotted and shot up. When the helicopter
landed, he noticed one of the supposedly
dead guerrillas twitching *in -pain and
picked her up. She turned out to be Nidia
Diaz, a high-level commandante with a

.knapsack full of documents that govern-
ment forces are still exploiting.-But in a
wholly new mercenary style, Grasheim

won't even admit his exploit. “A lot of peo-
ple say a lot of things about me,” he says.
“WhatIdo, I keepmy headdown.”

. Grasheim’s big score aside, it has to be
¢conceded that mercenaries haven’t made
much of a dent in the world in recent years.

-By definition, their smaller successes are

mostly invisible, like the contra supply

basictraining;othersstresssur-

ness, 'security ; measures or
count'erterrortactxcs.,Butthere

fess to train mercenaries, and -
these try toout-Rambo Stallone
with a deliberate ordeal of bru-
talization, “Humiliation, fear
and pain.“Werunarextremely
rough course,” “says Frank "
Camper, until recently the op-*"
erator of one such camp in Ala-’
bama. “We subject them to~
mental pressurestheythinkex- " §
tremely unfair. But they don’t R
know what it’s like to be over-"”
seas working for a madman or
for people they don’t entirely ’
trust. I tell the guys they don’t
really want to do it. It’s not lu--
crative, it’s not romantic—

don'tgetinvolved.” . . . .
: . . Fram tan)on ceonoin tho Cononrn 1963 in 0s Lo v as
Camper certainly drives /707 SOP/ORSEERERE TR TROTE 53 in Laos tiwo years later and working for thecontras now
Lome his point. As survivers ol

his two-week course have described it, it
comes near torture:studentsare run across
rivers under live machine-gun fire, forced
to fight each other with heavy sticks and
shownsadistic methodsofinterrogation. As

2 Wall Street Journal reporter described it, .

he was made to stand by while another
student was suspended naked and scream-
ing over a campfire. Camper boasts that
only 1 in 10 actually lasts the two weeks
without quitting. School is at least tempo-
rarilyout,sinceCamper.aVietnamvetwho
served with a Long Range Patrol (the fear-
some Lurps),isin a Californiajail awaiting
trialonchargesofbeingahired firebomber.
But he says three of his former students
have set upsimilar schoolsin North Caroli-
na, Mississippi and Nevada.

But all this is just comic relief, says a
cynical old pro. Joseph Cincotti, a recently
retired Special Forces colonel who has

typical American recruit, motivated at
least partly by patriotism, to the hardened
European prowhoisinthegame purely for
money. “You have to worry about his loyal-
ty,” hesays."He'slesslikelytoputhisasson
theline.”

In reality, as Cincotti tells it, the true

mercenaries now operating in Central.

America are not soldiers of fortune, but
salesmen. U.S.manufacturerswantashare
of the $100 million Congress has voted the
contras, and their sales representatives are
flooding the zone offering to equip the fight-
ing men with gadgets and train them in
their use. And sure enough, it was Wally
Grasheim, salesman for a New York com-
pany, who pulled off one of the Salvadoran
war’s biggest intelligence coups last year.
According to Salvadoran Gen. Adolfo Blan-
dén, Grasheim was riding achopper, train-
ing its crew in the use of his firm's night-

flights; it is failure that makes headlines.
But the last big coup for asoldier of fortune
came back in 1978, when a Frenchman
named Robert Denard took over the Co-
moro Islands in the Indian Ocean and man-
aged tostay in power. That thought, howev-
er, is unlikely to discourage any true
mercenary or even the Mittys dreaming of
the glory of war. And there can be rewards
short of victory. Homer Lee Phillips Jr.—
“Animal” to his old survivalcamp bud-
dies—was one of the 14 mercs who pleaded
guiltyintheSuriname fiasco. He isduetobe
sentenced Nov. 5, but meanwhile, his
friends say, he is getting much hotter dates
as a convicted mercenary than he ever did
when he was just abody-and-fender manin
Harrisburg, Mo.
Lagry MarTZwithVincentCorrota
inAtlanta, GEORGE RAINEinSan Francisco,
Joun McCormickinChicago, PETER
McAvLeveyinlLosAngelesand burcau reports
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